Western Regional Air Partnership

Tribal Data Development Work Group (TDDWG) Meeting

September 26, 2001

Portland, OR
Attendees:

John Cox, Umatilla Tribe



Rosanne Sanchez, AIPC-POEP

Ondrea Barber, ITCA




Lisa Riener, Quinault Nation

Janet Travis, GRIC




Jenifer Williams, Nez Perce Tribe

Roxanne Ellingson, Walker River Paiute Tribe
Julie Simpson, Nez Perce Tribe

Bill Grantham, NTEC




Virgil Masayesva, ITEP

Sarah Kelly, ITEP







The group reviewed minutes & action items from May 31-June 1, 2001, TDDWG meeting.

Membership & Communications-

· TDDWG membership should be about 12-14 defined & active members

· Potential TDDWG members Terrance Garcia, San Idelfonso Pueblo; Kevin McCurnon, Yurok Tribe; Janet Travis, Gila River Indian Community; Wilson Laughter or Christopher Lee, Navajo Nation

· Virgil suggests that a discussion paper outlining the future direction of the WRAP (to include NOx & PM which are more relevant to tribes) would be helpful when attempting to recruit additional membership/participation

· Question about Daniel Oros and his status (member/advisor); get clarification on membership requirements since he does not work for a tribe or tribal organization.  Contact needs to be made to discuss his future involvement with the TDDWG.

· There is still a need for a general TDDWG presentation and fact sheet. 

· There is a need for a liaison between the TDDWG and the Emissions Forum.  It’s noted that Roger Turner, Shoshone Bannock Tribes, is a member of the Emissions Forum.  Virgil adds that Annabelle Allison may be able to serve in this capacity, but will have to get back to the group at a later time to confirm her availability in light of her other duties.

· Bill explains what role the RPO Coordinator position with NTEC will play with respect to the TDDWG (recruiting and maintaining membership, administrative functions, etc.).

ACTION ITEMS:

-Ondrea will contact current and potential members to confirm their membership and will provide an updated membership list to the group and will update the website accordingly.

-John will make contact with Daniel Oros and report back to the group.

-Bill, Ondrea & Sarah will piece together a TDDWG presentation and fact sheet that will be available for the November WRAP meeting. Due date: October 22, 2001.

-Ondrea will make contact with the Emissions Forum and update them on the progress and direction of the TDDWG’s activities.

-Virgil will report back to the group regarding Annabelle’s status as a potential liaison between the TDDWG and the Emissions Forum.

General WRAP Update-

Bill provided a general WRAP update including information from the Market Trading Forum, the Northern Air Managers, the IOC/TOC, and general NTEC activities.  

See attached slides.
Bill also presented information on newly proposed multi-pollutant legislation and the upcoming senate meeting.  The multi-pollutant legislation involves amendments to the CAA regarding electric utilities.  The meeting is on October 4&5, 2001, in Washington, DC.  Bill indicated that he and Pat Cummins (as co-managers of the WRAP) were invited to attend the session.  Bill will not be able to attend the session.  The group feels that there should definitely be a tribal representative at the meeting.  It was determined that NTEC will ask Jill Grant to attend the meeting.  

ACTION ITEM:

-Bill will keep the group informed of any new developments regarding the multi-pollutant legislation and will provide an update to the group at the next TDDWG meeting.

ITEP Proposals- Virgil Masayesva & Sarah Kelly
Software RFP:

· The technical aspects of the RFP are completed and will be shared with the group.

· There will be a clause in place so that the TDDWG will have the opportunity to view the development plan from the contractor so that if the group is not satisfied with the direction the agreement can be terminated.  We should also include a statement in the RFP that clearly states that the completion of work is contingent upon available funding.

· We need clarification on the status and direction of the database that the Emissions Forum is developing so that we may coordinate efforts.  Will they be using the NEI format?

· Sarah points out that there is an issue with software licensing when working through the university.  Sarah will follow up on this.

· Bill states that there may also be issues with the licensing from the WRAP.  Bill will follow up on this.

· It is determined that a software review committee be established to examine the RFP and ultimately review the proposals from the various vendors.  Virgil volunteers Annabelle Allison and Melinda Ronca-Battista, both from ITEP, to serve on the committee.  The unofficial software review committee consists of the following individuals (we need to contact some of the individuals to confirm their willingness to participate):

Bobby Ramirez, SRPMIC


Dan Blair, GRIC



John Cox, Umatilla



Raman Iyer, Chehalis Tribe

Doug Solomon, OAQPS


Mike George, ADEQ

Bill Grantham, NTEC



Ondrea Barber, ITCA

Melinda Ronca-Battista, ITEP

Annabelle Allison, ITEP

· The group would like to attach specific timelines to work tasks in general.  Specifically, there should be a timeline in place for the completion of the RFP, when the RFP will go to the software review committee, as well as a timeline for the review period once the software review committee actually has the RFP.  Sarah will follow up on this.

· A potential vendor list needs to be established.

· Existing EI software products need to be researched so that we do not duplicate work that has already been done.  All TDDWG members should do their best to talk to their contacts and attempt to identify any existing products that may be available.

ACTION ITEMS:

-Ondrea will contact the Emissions Forum and get an update on the database project they are working on and if the information will be in the NEI format.

-Sarah will check with NAU on licensing issues and report back by October 10th, 2001.

-Bill will check with WRAP on licensing issues and report back by October 10th, 2001.

-Sarah will contact the following individuals and request that they serve on the software review committee: Annabelle Allison, Melinda Ronca-Battista, Doug Soloman & Raman Iyer.

-Ondrea will contact the following individuals and request that they serve on the software review committee: Dan Blair (via Janet Travis), Mike George, & Bobby Ramirez.

-Sarah will complete a timeline for the completion of the RFP & a timeline for the software review committee and circulate by October 10th, 2001.

-All TDDWG members will attempt to put together a potential vendor list so that we may distribute the RFP to as many vendors as possible.

-All TDDWG members will attempt to identify existing computational EI software products that are currently available.

June 2001 ITEP Proposal:

· Task 1-Completion of EI Software:  The group expressed concern about the development of new software.  There needs to be a thorough search and assessment of existing EI software before we begin to develop new software.  There needs to be coordination with the Emissions Forum at all stages of the software development.

· Task 2-QA/QC Plan:  The group endorsed task 2.

· Task 3-Pilot Test of EI Software:  The group endorsed task 3, but were unsure whether 3 tribes are needed to pilot test the software and questions remain as to how these 3 tribes will be chosen.

· Task 4-Training for EI Software:  Since it is anticipated that the software development, QA/QC work and pilot testing will take at least a year to be completed the group felt that this task (or the majority of this task) could be moved into next years work plan and budget.  There are also questions as to how much training will actually be needed in order to use the software and how much assistance ITEP will be able to provide (in addition to the 5 tribes).

· Task 5-Tribal Data Center:  After much discussion the group determined that specific data collection tasks should be identified and replace the tribal data center task.  All data collection tasks should be of assistance to tribes in their efforts to participate in the WRAP process.  It is noted that one of the tasks identified by ITEP was to collect tribal smoke management plans and that the Fire Emissions Joint Forum has $5000 budgeted for this task.

ACTION ITEMS:

-Sarah will revise the proposal and distribute by October 5th, 2001.

-TDDWG members will review the revised proposal (we may have to have a conference call before the next face to face meeting to discuss the revised proposal).

August 2001 ITEP Proposal (NEI):

· ITEP is currently funded by OAQPS (Office of Air Quality Planning & Standards) to collect existing tribal EI’s and convert them into the NEI format.  
· ITEP’s current OAQPS funding will only allow them to convert a few tribal EI’s into the NEI format.
· In August 2001 ITEP submitted a proposal to the WRAP for $55K to supplement the OAQPS funding and expand the project to include as many tribes from the WRAP region as possible.
· Through the work that ITEP did in completing the “Assessment of Tribal Air Quality Data and Programs in the Western United States” report ITEP has identified 28 tribes in the WRAP region that indicated that they have a completed EI.  
· The TDDWG expressed concern about the short period of time in which this project must be completed in order to have the information ready to enter into the NEI database.  It was indicated that converting the tribal EI’s into the NEI format is very labor intensive and some members felt that there may not be enough time to complete the work.
· Sarah and Virgil both felt that the work could be completed.
· TDDWG members felt this would be a worthwhile project for the group to fund since it would ultimately produce some actual data that could be beneficial to tribes participating in the WRAP.
· The group came to a consensus to fund ITEP’s August 2001-NEI proposal.
(ITEP) Report- “An Assessment of Tribal Air Quality Data and Programs in the Western United States”

· The report is complete and ready for distribution.

· The report is on the WRAP website.

· Sarah brought several cd copies for TDDWG members.

· A preliminary list of individuals who should receive hard-color copies of the report was distributed via email.

· ITEP has a limited supply of B&W and cd copies of the report for distribution.

ACTION ITEMS:

-TDDWG members should review the list of individuals to receive color copies and make necessary additions, comments, etc. by October 12, 2001.

-ITEP will mail out the report (color and B&W copies) by October 19, 2001.

Other Issues

· The date/location of the next TDDWG was not decided upon.

· We will attempt to schedule the meeting in conjunction with an Emissions Forum meeting or some other WRAP related function.

· At the next meeting we will discuss (among other issues) ways in which to promote/circulate the ITEP report, revise the TDDWG work plan, review the mission of the TDDWG, term limits for co-chairs, commitment & responsibilities of members, and a strategy for coordinating with the Emissions Forum (and other technical forums). 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:20pm

