Meeting Notes

WRAP Initiatives Oversight Committee

 Conference Call

Monday, July 23, 2001

10:00 am MDT

IOC Members on call: Pat Cummins, Nina Dougherty, Andy Ginsburg, Rick Sprott, Dan Olson, Tom Webb, John Neilson (for Vicki Patton), Bruce Polkowsky (for Chris Shaver), Kirsten King (for Dan Clark), Ernie Westman (for Mike Winslow) 

IOC Members not available: Dick Hayslip, Kesner Flores, Jill Sherman, Bill Grantham. 

Others on call:  Brian Finneran (ODEQ), Fred Roach (Economics), Ira Domsky (MTF), Colleen Delaney (MTF), John Kowalczyk (MSF), Pete Lahm (FEJF).

General Discussion

Andy Ginsburg began the meeting by reviewing the agenda and discussing upcoming calls and meetings.  Topics for today to cover a discussion on the future of the Market Trading Forum and Economics Forum.  The August 16 conference call will include a review of Teresa Pella’s letter to EPA, and other items (see bottom of page 2).  The September 5-7 IOC/TOC/Planning Team meeting in Seattle will include a report by Pete Lahm on the final recommendations on natural background, and development of IOC work plan and budget for FY01.  John Kowalczyk mentioned that the Mobile Source Forum is on track to provide recommendations on “significance” level impacts by September.  Pat Cummins mentioned a recent email announcing that October WRAP meeting is cancelled and will likely be November 14-15 in Salt Lake City.
Market Trading Forum Changes

Colleen Delaney summarized the two 7/18 draft workplans on proposed future work of the MTF and the new Stationary Sources Forum.  She said that there is a need to re-energize efforts to ensure this work continues to move forward.  She explained that the MTF is reviewing these draft workplans and already expressed a few concerns.  Some commented on the need for continuity with the new SSF, while others commented on time commitment concerns if they need to participate in both forums.  Some were interested in forming MTF subgroups, such as those formed for the FEJF.  One suggestion was to divide the work between both forums, with MTF focused on the 2003 deadline and SSF focused on the 2008 deadline.  Colleen said the MTF will complete its review of the draft workplans this week, and that buyoff from MTF is expected prior to the August IOC conf call.

Bruce Polkowsky commented that state SIP staff need to be more involved in the MTF effort.  It was discussed whether there could be a MTF subgroup of state reps, or WESTAR could be involved.  In terms of recruiting new members, Colleen indicated that  more environmental and tribal members are needed.  Ira Domsky said that more involvement from industry groups is need as well (utilities and smelters have dominated so far).  Bruce Polkowsky asked whether EPA grant money could be used fund additional participation by states in the MTF.  Tom Webb said he would check into this and report at the August conf call.  Andy asked if environmental groups could also be recipients.   Tom said he would report back on this as well.   

Economics Forum Changes

Fred Roach next summarized his ideas for changes to the Economics Forum.  He said although this forum currently has no membership, economics is a crosscutting issue and still needs to be evaluated for each regional haze strategy.  He indicated that he will be contacting states and forums over the next 2 weeks for feedback on this issue.  States will be asked their perspective on where economics fits into future 308/309 decisions and analysis, and other related questions.  Forums will be asked about past, on-going, and future requirements for economic-related analysis, and other related questions.  Fred said it is important that for economic analysis there needs to be consistency (in long-term application), commonality, and cost-effectiveness.  

In terms of conducting the work, Fred suggested one option would be for the WGA to hire an  economist, or contract with a consulting firm on a long-term basis for this work.  In either case, this economist would need to do more than just “coordinate” between forums.  Andy suggested that both options should be looked into.   He asked if this economist would be able to run models.  Fred replied that while some economic models are proprietary, some modeling could be done.  Bruce Polkowsky suggested this economist be readily available on a regional basis rather than state-by-state.

Fred indicated that after completing his polling of states and forums in the next 2 weeks, he will report back to the IOC at the August conference call.

Agenda for next IOC conference call

Andy reviewed the topics that will be discussed on the August 16 conference call:

· Theresa Pella’s letter and 308/309 questions for EPA,

· Summary of MTF comments and changes to the workplans for Market Trading Forum & new Stationary Source Forum,

· report from Rick Sprott on strategy to encourage states to commit to Section 309,

· report from Tom Webb on use of EPA grant funds, 

· report from Fred Roach on results of polling of states and forums on future economic work.  

end
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