Meeting Notes

WRAP Initiatives Oversight Committee

 Meeting 

June 18-19, 2001

Portland, OR
General
· Need to catalogue, categorize, and track all of the GCVTC recommendations in order to determine which are being implemented and where additional work is needed to respond to the Commission’s recommendations in the RH SIPs.

· Communications Committee has plans to develop a project status/tracking page for the web site.

· Where 309 is not specific as to control strategies, should IOC/WRAP provide a list of options or go beyond that to recommend a preferred program?

· What level of “enforceability” is needed for 309 strategies besides Annex?  What are options for parallel processing of SIPs by EPA as states and tribes further develop programs?  How do we ensure consistent treatment of RH SIPs/TIPs by different EPA regions?

Modeling Questions
· How do we reflect emissions in 2018 for states and tribes that are not part of 309?

Assume a regional haze program equivalent to 309?

· Will 2018 base case inventory accurately reflect all state, tribal, and local strategies already in place?

Tribal Issues
· Given the number of tribes in the west, how can we do a better job of involving them in the regional haze planning process?

– Concerns regarding lack of tribal data were raised.

– How do we apply modeling assumption of “309 equivalency” to tribes.  What does that    mean?

Mobile Source Issues
· Need to answer question regarding “significance” of mobile source impacts on visibility in the 16 Class I areas.

– Working assumption agreed to by IOC (to be verified through technical analysis over the next few months):  Mobile source tailpipe emissions contribute significantly to visibility impairment in the 16 Class I areas.  With new federal rules for gas and diesel vehicles, Mobile 6 will show that tailpipe emissions decrease from 1996 to at least 2018.  309 SIPs will include a “budget” equaling 2018 emission levels and will rely on the new federal standards to achieve that “budget”.

– Paved and unpaved road dust:  Paved and unpaved road dust will show up as a significant contributor to visibility impairment in all of the 16 class I areas.  However, until the technical work following up on the R&D Forum’s dust report is complete, it will not be possible to accurately reflect the impact or assess controls.  Control options for paved and unpaved road dust will likely emphasize near field impacts, although urban “plumes” will be important near large urban areas.  Recommendations on dust control strategies are not expected until early next year.  309 SIPs will likely include commitments, goals, and voluntary actions for dealing with this issue – as opposed to prescriptive, regulatory approaches.  STAPPA has published a list of strategy options.

· Mobile Source Forum Project List:

- 2064 EI - $50K

- Smart Growth Tool Kit - $175K

- Other Strategies (dust, diesel retrofit, nonroad) - $100K

- Public Workshops - $50K

- Contingency (Final Mobile 6 runs, etc.) - $50K

- Total = $425K

· Will look at possible actions to work with EPA on diesel retrofit.

In and Near Forum
· In and near emissions are small relative to regional totals, but have a disproportionate impact on adjacent Class I areas.  How do we evaluate this?  (Question for TOC).  More important for 308 plans.  Addressing impact on least impaired days will be important.

· FLM management plans should address “in and near” issues.  WRAP should recommend potential actions to FLMs (by early 2002) and request that they respond.

· Gateway community workshops planned for Nov. 2002.  Recommendations on strategy options to follow.

· Forum is preparing inventories - how do we use in modeling and other technical evaluations etc.  (Question for TOC)  Need to coordinate with EI work being done by Mobile Sources Forum.

· Need effective communications / PR work on in and near issues.  Coordination with Communications Committee needed.

Fire Forum
· Basic smoke management plans and emissions tracking system are linked.  Recommendations by September.

· Enhanced smoke management plans and prescribed fire goals are linked.  Recommendations by March 2002.

· Will use GCVTC work on 2015 inventory and estimated benefits of strategies as basis for 2018 inventory.

· Recommendations on natural background issue at Sept. IOC meeting.

Air Pollution Prevention Forum
· Forum is working on contract with ICF to evaluate short and long term economic and air quality benefits of renewable and efficiency strategies. 

· Forum has DOE grant to do a SIP guidebook on efficiency strategies – best practices.

· Strategy recommendations will include individual state/tribal strategies as well as regional strategies (e.g., green tags).  Result is menu of preferred strategies.

· Question for EPA regarding need for “enforceability” of strategies, versus committments, goals and voluntary actions.

· Need to incorporate credit for current state conservation programs.

· Tribal renewables report near completion.  Need to do outreach to tribes.

· Need to poll states regarding their recent actions in the area of renewables and efficiency in response to energy crisis.  Idea to hold workshop this year was raised with goal of recommending actions that could be taken by state legislatures in 2002 sessions to further renewable and conservation programs.

· Forum wants guidance on: 1) whether or not to work on policies to attract clean industry (the economic development piece of their work plan); and 2) what RH rule means when it refers to “incentives for beyond compliance and early compliance.  (Compliance with what: 10/20 goals?, efficiency measures?)

Market Trading Forum
· Ira and Colleen provided handout “Life in the Post-Annex Era”  (attached)

· Need to clarify 309 NOx and PM requirements with EPA

· 2018 stationary source inventory - need to include current NOx and PM controls.

· Dan Olson, John Nielson and Julie Simpson will work with Colleen and Ira to suggest task groups to carry out stationary source work plan.

Economic Analysis
· Fred Roach will contact forums re needs and interest in economic analysis and report back to IOC.

· Regardless of regulatory need, there is a political and public relations need for information on economic effects of RH programs.

309 Decision Process
· Rick Sprott agreed to consult with Dianne Nielson re ideas for working with states and tribes on the 309 decision process. (Call held with P. Cummins, Rick and Dianne in late-June).

· Julie Simpson, Tom Webb, Rick Sprott, John Nielsen, and Reuben Plantico agreed to form a small work group to help address this issue.
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