Meeting Notes

WRAP Initiatives Oversight Committee Conference Call

Monday, April 30th, 2001

11:00 am – 1:00 pm PDT

IOC Members on call:  Pat Cummins, Nina Dougherty, Daniel Clark, Kesner Flores, Andy Ginsburg, Chris Shaver, Dick Hayslip, Rick Sprott.

IOC Members not available:  Dan Olson, Tom Webb, Jill Sherman,Vicki Patton, Bill Grantham, Mike Winslow 

WRAP Forum Co-chairs:  John Bunyak (In/Near), John Kowalczyk (MSF), Pete Lahm (FEJF), Fred Roach (Economics), Ira Domsky (MTF), Colleen Delaney (MTF) 

Others on call:  Brian Finneran (ODEQ) 

WRAP Forum Updates

Mobile Source Forum  (John Kowalczyk)  

The “significance” issue.  John described an upcoming policy issue involving the need to define what is “significant” related to visibility impairment in any of the 16 Class I areas caused by mobile sources.  Under Section 309, an emissions budget and tracking system would be required, and emissions capped at 2005 levels or projected lowest levels.  John said that the MSF would develop a recommendation on “significance” after analyzing the modeling results and provide a recommendation to the IOC.   In addition, John indicated that there is a similar “significance” issue related to dust impacts from paved/unpaved roads under Section 309 that requires implementation of  “emissions management strategies”.  John said a special road dust workgroup is being formed to address this issue and will be meeting in the upcoming months to develop recommendations.

Non-road engines in Class I Areas.  John indicated that emissions from this source are projected to increase.  He said he is currently serving on a EPA workgroup on non-road engines, and that EPA is developing draft regulations for “non-road engines and fuel standards”, but will not be addressing off-road recreational vehicles.  John Bunyak indicated the In & Near Forum is following this activity too.  It was suggested that for the upcoming May WRAP meeting that EPA be asked to give a presentation.  John Kowalczyk said he would check into this.

“Smart Growth” project.   John Kowalczyk said a grant application on this topic was submitted to EPA last week, and that a decision is expected in June.  This is more of a long-range strategy for improving regional haze, and an evaluation would be needed on the emissions benefit over the next 60 years.

Fire Emissions Joint Forum  (Pete Lahm)

Natural Background Workshop.  Pete mentioned that 60 participants are expected at the May 2nd Natural Background Workshop, and that the goal is to reach a consensus on the fire classification draft policy recently prepared by the Natural Background Task Team.  Pete said that this classification approach would help lead the way in determining natural conditions for 2064.  A one-hour presentation will be made at the May WRAP meeting summarizing the discussions at the workshop and any subsequent revisions to the draft policy.  

The Basic Smoke Management Program Task Team is expected to complete a draft report by July.  The Enhanced Smoke Management Program Task Team will begin their work shortly.

Sources In & Near Forum  (John Bunyak)

John indicated that UC Riverside is the contractor for evaluating impacts from in-park activities, and a draft report for Zion National Park has been completed.   For activities near parks, John Crouch is heading a Gateway Demonstration Project to study this.

Economic Analysis Forum  (Fred Roach)

Fred stated that this forum is not active, as the other co-chair (David Brookshire) is resigning, and there are no active members.  Fred recommended that a “Staff Economist” be hired to continue this work, and that this should be a full-time consultant who can work closely with other forums.  (Fred sent out an email to the IOC describing this idea just prior to the conference call.)  Andy Ginsburg suggested IOC members attending the upcoming WRAP meeting get together informally after one of the day sessions to discuss this matter further.

Pollution Prevention Forum  

Pat Cummins mentioned that current P2 work is focused on energy efficiency strategies, and that the contractor (ICF) will be modeling the air quality benefits from these strategies.  He said the co-chair Jeff Burks will be attending the May WRAP meeting.

Market Trading Forum  (Ira Domsky and Colleen Delaney)

Annex approval.  Ira indicated that work with EPA has been very constructive in addressing the remaining loose ends associated with the Annex.  He expects by June a draft notice of proposed rulemaking will be completed for the Annex.  

Supplemental Annex submittal.  Several technical adjustments are being made to the Annex that will result in a supplemental submittal to EPA.  This supplement will be presented to the WRAP Board for approval at the upcoming May meeting.  Highlights of the supplement are:  (1) changes to the opt in/opt out provisions from an allocation to inventory approach; (2) improving the visibility analysis to show that the market trading program would be “better than BART”; (3) changes to the tracking, triggering, audit and reconciliation parts of the Annex; (4) miscellaneous other changes and clarifications related to banking in year 2018, illegal emissions, CEM adjustments, and sources with PTE over the BART threshold level.

Review of IOC Liaisons

Andy reviewed the IOC liaisons to the respective Forums that were agreed upon last year.  Tom Webb is P2, Chris Shaver is Sources In & Near, Dan Olson is NAM, Andy is Mobile Source, Rick Sprott is FEJF, and Vickie Patton is MTF.  The only change was John Nielson filling in for Vicki Patton as liaison, and as her alternate on the IOC.

Preparation for Upcoming WRAP Meeting

In discussing the upcoming May 23-24 WRAP meeting, the following presentations were identified for the agenda:  (1) Annex update and Supplemental Submittal; (2) update from Communications Committee; (3) summary of Natural Background Policy workshop; (4) results of the SIP/TIP Template Project; (5) future direction of the NAM; (6) Critical Path update; (7) update on energy and air quality issues; (8) overview of the Technical Work Plan, and (9) several Forum reports (Emissions, Mobile Sources, Modeling, P2, Tribal Data).  A draft agenda will be prepared and distributed shortly.

It was announced that the first day of the WRAP meeting (May 23) would end at 2:30 pm to give participants the opportunity to visit the Pueblo, which is about 15 miles away from the WRAP meeting. 
IOC Planning Coordination

Andy commented on the need to have an IOC and Planning Team meeting in June following the WRAP meeting to discuss key topics, such as defining “significance” for mobile source impacts, review critical path work deadlines, opt in/opt out decision criteria for states, SIP/TIP template implementation, etc.  Pat mentioned the need to start developing a workplan for the FY01 grant.  There was discussion of having a combined IOC, TOC and Planning Team meeting over a 2½ day period.  The week of 6/18 was suggested, with the meeting being held in Portland Oregon.  Pat Cummins said he would send out an email on possible meeting dates during that week.

There was also some discussion on the need for hiring a technical coordinator to assist in the critical path effort.  Pat mentioned that there has been only marginal support expressed for this position, and if quarterly Planning Team meetings are held, this will help keep the work on track.  
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