Appendix F

WESTAR/WRAP Coordination



The WESTAR Council established a Regional Haze SIP Development Working Group to create a forum for information exchange among the western state planning staff.  The purposes of the Working Group are to: identify and characterize significant western state regional haze SIP/TIP issues; provide information and analyses to the WESTAR Council for their use in the development of WESTAR policy;  and, act as technical liaison with tribes, Federal land managers, the WRAP and EPA.  Initially the focus of the Working Group will be to develop a regional haze SIP template.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES


The Regional Haze rule requires all states to submit individual State Implementation Plans (SIPs) meeting the requirements of the rule.  Since haze is regional rather than local or state‑specific in nature, the rule encourages states to work together through regional planning.  The western state regional planning body established for this purpose is the Western Regional Air Partnership (WRAP).  The WRAP functions through forums established to examine issues and develop work products on assigned areas of regional haze requirements.  Each forum works in concert with Indian tribes, industry, environmental organizations, other stakeholders and EPA representatives.  The forums develop recommendations and products for consideration by the WRAP.  State representatives on WRAP forums represent states’ interests broadly.


WESTAR recognizes that interstate coordination is essential to meeting the requirements and timelines of the Regional Haze rule.  WESTAR further recognizes that issues may arise that affect the direction and products of WRAP forums where not all affected states are represented.

WESTAR has established the Regional Haze SIP Development Working Group to facilitate meeting the objectives of the Regional Haze rule and assist the coordination of state activities. 

COORDINATION WITH THE WRAP PROCESS


The WESTAR Regional Haze SIP Development Working Group is responsible for developing and implementing a plan to ensure that state regional haze SIP needs are addressed in the WRAP process.  WRAP forum activities that are of general concern to the states are major policy decisions, timelines for work products, and identification and resolution of issues.  This list is not exhaustive and there may be additional areas where it may be important to keep the states abreast of what's happening or seek state input.


To facilitate interstate coordination on western regional haze activities, WESTAR is providing an ongoing coordinating function.  WESTAR accomplishes this function by distributing information via e‑mail on WRAP activities, organizing conference calls when state representatives on WRAP forums believe it is necessary to actively involve other states and arranging other means for states to discuss regional haze issues when appropriate.


Coordination through WESTAR is being strengthened by the WESTAR Regional Haze SIP Development Working Group members working in concert with state representatives on the various WRAP forums.  The process has two goals: first; the distribution of ongoing communication about the work of the various WRAP forums and, second; the opportunity to discuss issues that would benefit from interstate consultation.  

This will be accomplished through the following process: 


Designated state representative on WRAP forums will summarize issues before the respective forums which have the potential to impact state implementation of the Regional Haze rule.  The summaries will be provided to the WESTAR Regional Haze SIP Development Working Group co-chairs and WESTAR coordinator for their review and proposed action by the Working Group.  Actions may include distributing material for information-only purposes; arranging conference calls or meetings to exchange information and analyses between state representatives on WRAP Forums and/or members of the Working Group, or; providing technical information and analysis to the WESTAR Council for their use in the development of WESTAR policy. 
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