Reasonably Attributable BART Project – Phase II

Objective: 

The primary objective of the Reasonably Attributable (RA) BART Project – Phase II is to recommend a procedure, including applicable technical approaches that could be used by states and tribes for assessing reasonable attribution in response to a federal land manager’s certification of impairment applicable to RA BART.  This project will build upon the work in the RA BART and RA BART-Like Case Studies.

Work Elements needed:

1) Review and evaluate ‘state-of-the-science’ analytical techniques needed to make reasonable attribution assessments including: Monitoring (including tracer techniques), modeling (receptor and dispersion and trajectory) and emission inventory.  Identify parameters (i.e. distance between potential sources and Class I area, difference between reasonably attributable and regional haze impairment, potential non-BART source impacts, etc.) to apply the analytical techniques.   

2) Establish evaluation criteria to assess the techniques and parameters under consideration.  

3) Recommend attribution approach(es): Preferential assessment techniques and parameters to consider in making attribution assessments.

Approaches:

This project will require a high degree of technical expertise to assess the ‘state-of-the science’ as well as policy expertise to determine what can be implemented by the states/tribes given resource constraints, legal precedent, etc.  Given the policy implications, agency policy makers should be involved in formulating recommended attribution approaches.  Thus, whatever approach is used to address work element 1), we propose that the representatives be directed by the Council to establish the criteria and develop a recommendation for a preferred approach (work elements 2) and 3)).

Initially, agency subject experts would conduct a “scoping’ exercise to broadly define the parameters of a reasonable attribution technical assessment including the available analytical techniques that could be used to determine reasonable attribution and the parameters to define the analysis. 

The policy level review should be conducted by agency policy makers with preferential assessment technique and procedural recommendations acted on by the WESTAR Council, leaving the determination of attribution levels to the discretion of individual states/tribes.  Here again, a high level of participation by state policy makers is needed in drafting the recommendations. 

Budget:
The following is a estimate of the costs to complete this project.

Assumptions:

· Eight state agency staff, FLM, EPA and tribal representatives

· Travel costs $750 per traveler

· Conference calls $300 per call

· WESTAR indirect 22%

	Option 1

	
6 conference calls
	$ 1,800

	
2  face-to-face meetings, 10 travelers
	15,000

	
Indirect (22%)
	3,696

	Total
	$20,496


Timeline:
The project would take an estimated 9 months to complete.
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