Meeting notes, AMC conference call

November 26, 2002

Purpose of meeting or conference call

This was a WRAP Air Managers Committee call to review a draft letter to Lydia Wegman at EPA, requesting response to a number of unaddressed issues related to regional haze SIP/TIP requirements. Some of the questions were originally asked in January, several have been raised since then. Also attached to the draft letter was a draft priority list of questions.

Agenda

· Open discussion of draft letter and attachment, and comments received to date

· Next steps

Essential points

IOC review and concurrence is important. Environmental, utility, land management and other interests have not been involved as yet. IOC, AMC and maybe TOC should sign the letter, though most of the issues are largely policy oriented.

Some concern was raised whether or not EPA would respond any more quickly to a letter request like this than they have been able to the January letter. To date there has been little follow-up to the January letter.

Responses to several questions related to 309 must be resolved soon, so that the STIP II model language and Technical Support Document can be used with confidence for 309 SIPs and TIPs. 

Communication on these issues should be expedited, and not get bogged down by process.

Conclusions

The letter and attachments should be reviewed and signed by IOC co-chairs. AMC co-chairs, and maybe TOC co-chairs would also sign. 

The group agreed regarding the relative priorities of the questions in the attachment, particularly among the highest priority questions, which were related to 309 STIP II project.

The group generally agreed that a small group from the WRAP working with EPA would make it more likely that the high priority questions would be addressed. If this letter goes forward, this approach would require follow-up to initiate this process, probably by the WRAP (AMC? IOC?). 

Issues that are particularly important to tribes should be identified.

Next steps

Don will redraft the Wegman cover letter, incorporating comments to date as appropriate. The letter will refer to an attachment containing the questions needing near-term response (Group 1 and 2 from the draft list). The questions in the attachment will include brief statements as to what they are about and why responses are needed. Questions of particular interest to tribes will be identified.  The letter will also initiate a small workgroup to work with EPA to discuss and resolve these issues, and to discuss additional questions.

Those issues not requiring immediate attention will be informally presented to EPA as a draft.

The draft letter with attachments will be distributed to AMC, IOC and TOC for review and comment.

Don will give Tom Webb a “heads up” call about the next steps

